Dr. G.J. MacGillivray P.S.
Newsletter December 2018
“Caring, Nurturing, Preparing, Sharing”
Dr. G.J. MacGillivray P.S.
75 Meadowglade Road
Courtice, Ontario, L1E 3G7
Tel: 905-436-2054
http://macgillivray.kprdsb.ca

Message from Administration...
December is always an exciting month in schools. It’s a time for celebrating our
community and for celebrating the learning of our students. The next three weeks
will go by quickly and for many families it will be very busy leading up to the holidays. We wish you all a safe, happy, and healthy break.

ADMINISTRATION:
Principal
Jessica Outram
Jessica_outram@kprdsb.ca
Vice-Principal
Tammy Best
Tamara_best@kprdsb.ca
Vice-Principal
Christy Thompson
Christy-Thompson@kprdsb.ca
School Council Chair
Carla Guglielmo
sccmac@kprdsb.ca

SUPERINTENDENT:
Superintendent of Student
Achievement
Gloria Tompkins
Gloria_tompkins@kprdsb.ca
Tel: 705-742-9773 Ext. 2421

We’ve had a big year at Dr. GJ MacGillivray so far. Since September we have improved our communications with parents through weekly emails, established a Recess Club for students, increased activities for students on the yard at recess, expanded our nutrition program to include a snack bin in every class, audited and refined our emergency procedures, introduced Number Talks in Grades 1-6 to improve
computational fluency, focused on creating intentional learning environments in
Kindergarten, begun work with the WITS program, started social skill building
groups (self-regulation, Kids Have Stress Too), applied for our parking lot to be expanded, introduced a whole school focus on Indigenous education, developed a
strategy to improve reading skills for students in primary grades, reviewed and refined our Special Education processes, reflected on our school and programming
through an equity lens, and explored ways we can increase the presence of French
language in our school.

There is still more work to be done but we are thrilled with the progress. We feel
blessed to work with such a hardworking staff and such an engaged parent community. Thank-you!

SCHOOL TRUSTEES:
Chairperson
Cathy Abraham
Cathy_abraham@kprdsb.ca
Tel: 905-987-1833

Jessica Outram

Tammy Best

Christy Thompson

Principal

Vice-Principal

Vice-Principal

(Supporting students
with surnames A to M)

(Supporting students
with surnames N to Z)

Vice Chairperson
Sarah Bobka
Tel: 289-356-2133

Important Dates to Remember….
-Season of Giving runs until Dec. 14

12– Lunch Lady

-Candy Cane Sales until Dec, 14

13– Pizza Day

3– Cookie Fundraiser pick up after 2pm
– Book Fair until Dec. 7
4- Lunch Lady
- Family Night at Book Fair until 7:30pm

DECEMBER

- Drama Club Presentation at 6pm
17– Primary Concert at 12pm

6- Pizza Day

– Lunch Lady

11– Lunch Lady

21-Creative Holiday Hat Day

18– Junior Concert at 12pm
– Holiday Sweater day

20-Pizza Day
-Pajama and Board Game Day

- Red, White and Green Day

5- Lunch Lady
10– Gifts of Hope Begins until Dec 14.

– Lunch Lady
20–Drama Club Presentation at 9:30am

–Special Holiday Lunch Lady
24– Holiday Break Begins!

19- Kindergarten Concerts

Return to school January 7.

– Holiday Ornament or Character Day
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Candy Cane Sales
Dr. G. J. MacGillivray Student Government is proud to bring back Candy Cane Sales.
From December 3– 14 students will be able to purchase candy canes for $1.00. No change will
be provided during the sale, any extra money will be considered a donation. Funds raised will
be donated to the Bethesda House, serving families in our community.

School Council Report...
School Council meets every month, usually on the third Monday, but in winter, due to unpredictable weather and other factors, Council will meet again in early February. Council serves as a way for parents to
meaningfully contribute to the betterment of the school, the students, and the community in general. All
parents and community members are welcome to attend. All meetings are at 7pm in the library. Our last
meeting was on November 19th.







In our November meeting we were able to allocate some funds towards music, arts, outdoor equipment, technology, math manipulatives, and Raz Kids (an online reading resource). We do our best to
provide academic balance and serve all students.
Our Nutrition Committee has expanded its scope this year. There continues to be snacks available in
the office for hungry students, but there is now a bin in each classroom (filled at least weekly). We
think this will be more efficient and will prevent disruption to class time and nutrition breaks.
January's Pizza orders will be due before winter break. Online orders will be open from Dec. 5 until
the 19th.
If you are available Thursdays from 10:30-12:30pm and would like to help with our Hot Lunch program, please send the committee an email: macgillivary.pizzalunch@gmail.com



Big thank to our Fundraising Committee and all the volunteers who came out to help with our Terra
Cotta Cookie Fundraiser!



A reminder of our yearlong fundraisers; 10% of every purchase contributes to our fundraising:
*M&M Meat: Visit the store at Townline & King, at checkout tell them you're supporting
Dr. G.J. MacGillivary. Great products to help with holiday entertaining.
*Mabel's Labels: Go to www.mabelslabels.com Click on “Support A Fundraiser” and select
Dr. G.J. MacGillivray. A great way to help your child keep track of their belongings.

Next Council Meeting: Monday February 4th at 7pm in the Library.

HOLIDAY CONCERTS
The Kindergarten Holiday Concerts will be held on Wednesday, December 19 at 12:15
pm and 2:15 pm. Classes performing at 12:15pm are; Tozer, Fletcher, Penfound
and Lanthier. At 2:15pm Blais-Stiner, Richardson, McMahon, Allin and Fischer will
be performing.
This year we will be having the Primary Holiday Concert for Grades 1, 2 and 3 including the primary choir on Monday, December 17 at 12:00p.m. The following classes will be performing:
Mueller-Wray, Paisley, McAslan, Hibbs, Ireland, Davidson, Nikkel, Williams, Bradley, Paré, Curtis, Merrill, MacDougal, DeMille and the Primary Choir.
The Junior Holiday Concert for Grades 4, 5 and 6 including the Junior Choir will be on Tuesday,
December 18 at 12:00pm. The following classes will be performing; Charette, Noël,
Cooke, Sahadeo, Levesque, Ruddell, Bannon, Montag and the Junior Choir.

School Council Chair
Carla Guglielmo

Co-Chair
Chantelle Reid

Secretary
Lisa McLachlan

Treasurer
Renee Abrey

Fundraising Chairs
Vadette Issa, Alison Koscielniak
Tina Vanderwyst, Colleen Morris

Community Building
Chairs
Amanda Gunning, Carrie Falik

Hot Lunch
Brooke Pitts, Alle Laguna vandenHoek, Susana Porco

Regional Representatives
Shanthini Janarth
Alison Koscielniak

Nutrition Program
Colleen Morris, Sandra Harrop
Chantelle Reid

Members at Large
Cheri Crane, Heather Barron,
Lynne Ross, Sherry Richer, Susan
Kettle

Teacher Representatives
Suzanne Davidson, Courtney
McMahon, Christine Monteiro

Unfortunately, due to the size of the school and space constraints, each student is limited to
only 2 guests per student. Thank you for your understanding. Please contact the office if there
are special circumstances.
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Spirit Days

Happy Holidays from the staff at

December 17—Red, White and Green DayWear red, green and white today to show your
holiday spirit!

Dr. G.J. MacGillivray Public School!
Best wishes for a safe, happy and
healthy 2019!

December 18—Holiday Sweater Day–
Any Holiday Sweater you have will work but the
uglier the better!

December 19—Holiday Ornament or Character
Day– Dress up as a holiday ornament or a character
from your favourite Holiday movie or book.

December 21—Pajama and Board Game DayToday is the day to dress in your cozy PJ’s and play a
board game with your classmates.

December 22—Creative Holiday Hat Day–
Who has the craziest, most
creative holiday hat?

Gifts of Hope
During the week of December 1014, grade 4 classes will be hosting
a Holiday Marketplace to raise
money to purchase Gifts of Hope
to be sent to under developed countries. These
gifts might include water filtration systems,
animals, proper documents, medications, etc.
Hand-made crafts, cards, baking, and tickets to
a variety of draws/raffles will be sold for $0.25 $3.00. Gently used toys/gifts will also be available through the knick-knack sale. Please wait
to hear from your child’s homeroom teacher
for further information about the date and
time that their class has signed up to come
shopping! Parents will be welcome to purchase
items before/after holiday concerts as well.
Thank you in advance for your support!

Pizza Lunch for January
Thank you to all families that submitted pizza orders for December
hot lunch days. The pizza days for this month are December 6, 13,
and 20. As a reminder, all pizza orders must be submitted using
SCHOOL CASH ONLINE. Watch your child’s agenda and email
inbox for a notice announcing when the orders are up on school
cash online. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to
contact the pizza lunch organizers at :
macgillivray.pizzalunch@gmail.com
**Pizza Lunch orders will be available for order on School Cash
Online for January on December 5 until the 19th.

DRESSING FOR THE WEATHER
As the temperature drops and the flurries fly,
students need to come to school prepared to play
outside with hats, mittens, snow pants etc.
Please ensure clothing items are labelled, especially for our younger students. This will enable missing items to
find their correct owner and not end up in our "lost and found".
Making sure your child has indoor shoes and an extra pair of socks
and mittens will keep their toes and fingers extra warm and dry!
Every year Mrs. SimmsPorter’s class does a
Sock Drive.

Did you know that socks
are the LEAST donated
item to clothing drives
AND that putting on a clean pair of socks can REALLY uplift a person’s spirit? In the past three
years, we have donated more than 300 pairs of
NEW men’s socks to the Men’s Shelter in downtown Oshawa.

Support a Fundraiser!

Mabel’s Labels
Go to www.mabelslabels.com
Click on “Support A Fundraiser” and select Dr. G.J. MacGillivray. 10% of every purchase
contributes to our fundraising
goals.

Here are the criteria: one pair of NEW, CLEAN,
BLACK or GRAY men’s socks.

M&M Food Market
Visit the store at Townline and
King Street. At the checkout
Madame Porter will do the delivery of socks betell them you're supporting Dr.
fore Xmas. (FYI, last year she delivered 183 pairs!)
G.J. MacGillivary P.S. and a
Aiming for 184 this year!! Socks can be dropped portion of your purchase comes
back to us!
off at the office or given to your child’s teacher.
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INCLEMENT WEATHER
With the colder weather approaching it is important to know who to contact in the event that
winter weather or poor road conditions forces the
delay or cancellation of transportation services.
You can visit www.stsco.ca or listen to the following
radio stations for up to date information.

IMPORTANT BUS INFORMATION

Bus Cancellations: In the event of the

The Wolf – 101.5 FM

need for a regional or board-wide service
cancellation due to inclement weather,
and in consideration of the early morning
weather conditions and the day’s forecast,
decisions are made in consultation with area bus companies between
5 :00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. Once a decision is reached, our target is to have
it posted on STSCO’s website (www.stsco.ca) by 6:15 a.m. Radio stations
are notified at the same time as the message is posted on the website.
Those families and members of the public who have signed up to have
the information sent out to them directly by STSCO (by email, Twitter,
RSS feed or Facebook post) receive notice as well. *If a bus is cancelled in
the morning, it will NOT run in the afternoon.

Fresh Radio – 100.5 FM

Bus Delays: Route delays caused by weather (or any other reason

Country 105 – 105.1 FM

throughout the year) are also posted directly on the STSCO website by
individual bus companies and, once that is done, those who have signed
up for notice and whose route is affected will receive the same by email
or RSS feed and radio stations will monitor the same and broadcast any
significant delays as well.

Clarington Area:
Durham Classic Hits – 1580 AM, 107.7 FM
The Rock – 94.9 FM
KX96 FM – 95.9 FM
Peterborough City and County:

Energy 99Seven – 99.7 FM
Oldies – 96.7 FM
LIFE – 100.3 FM
Extra CJMB – 90.5 FM
Cobourg, Port Hope and Northumberland:
The Breeze – 107.9 FM
My FM- 93.3 FM
Quinte West (Brighton):
CJBQ 800 AM
Mix 97 – 97.1

KISS N’ RIDE SAFETY
As the cooler weather approaches please remember our
goal is to continue to keep all students safe during our
morning arrival routine. Children are to exit ONLY from
the right side of the vehicle, closest to the school. Drivers
are asked to remain in the vehicle and allow the staff present to support
your children as they exit the vehicle. Keeping student bags inside the
vehicle will also help keep the kiss ‘n ride safe and more efficient.

COOL 100 – 100.1 FM
ROCK 107 – 107.1 FM
Classic Hits 95FIVE – 95.5 FM
Oldies– 100.9
Bancroft (Apsley):
The Moose – 97.7 FM
Lindsay:
91.9 BOB FM – 91.9 FM

LOST AND FOUND
Just a reminder to make time to
visit the school to check out the
lost and found. All items have
been put on display on tables in
front of the library. Any items
that go unclaimed by the end of
the month will be donated to
charity.
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December 2018
Sunday

Monday Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

Season of Giving and Food Drive runs until December 14

2

3
Candy Cane
Sales

Day 2 4

Day 3 5

Day 4 6

Day 5 7

Online Pizza orders opens today
for January

Cookie Fundraiser
Pick up at 2pm

Day 1 8

Pizza Day

Dec.3 to 14
$1 each

Hanukkah Begins

Book Fair December 3 to 7
9

10

Day 2 11

Day 3 12

—

Family Night Dec. 4 until 7:30pm
Day 4 13

Gifts of Hope
begins today and
runs until Dec. 14

Day 5 14

Day 1 15

Pizza Day
Drama Club
Presentation at
6pm

Hanukkah Ends

16

17

Day 2 18

Primary Concert
at 12pm
Red, White and
Green Day

Day 3 19

Junior Concert at
12pm
Holiday Sweater
Day

Day 4 20

Kindergarten Concert at 12:15pm
and 2:15pm
Online Pizza Orders Closes today
Holiday Ornament
or Character Day

Day 5 21
Pizza Day

Drama Club
Presentation

Day 1 22

Creative Holiday
Hat Day
Special Holiday
Lunch Lady

Pajama and Board
Game Day

23

24

25
Christmas Day

26

27

28

29

Kawanzaa Begins

Holiday Break — December 24 until January 4. Back to school January 7!!
30

31
New Year’s Eve
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